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Academic and Professional Background
My academic and professional background is languages and linguistics.  I was born and educated in Italy where I studied modern languages and literature.  My professional career over two decades has been in the field of bilingual lexicography and language learning (foreign languages and ELT) for market-leading dictionary and educational publishers, initially in Italy and then in the UK.
My work prior to starting this doctoral study combined elements of research and practical application. In particular, as a lexicographer, dictionary editor and then publisher I played an active role in developments in corpus-based lexicography, in the analysis of trends in language learning and education in the UK and internationally, and in the exploration of changing needs of language learners and dictionary users in the digital era. This work involved translating the findings from research into publishing projects aimed at continuing the publishers’ tradition in ground-breaking innovation and maintaining their market-leading position in the field.

In the last 8 years as Editorial Director for a market-leading publisher I was responsible for delivering the publishing programmes and overall profitability for two dictionary publishing departments. The exploitation of the wealth of existing material embracing new digital opportunities was very much part of the strategy for growth. 

However, in order to take things beyond simply making content available online as it was designed for offline access, the wider question needs to be tackled of how digital innovations are affecting the experience, expectations and role of users and providers; this is essential if one is to ensure that content continues to be relevant, useful and inspiring to users and that its educational potential is fulfilled.
In order to pursue these questions I decided to step out of my professional role and invest some time in researching the field of E-learning, as I have often found in my experience as linguist and manager that developments in education offer important insights and inspiration to other creative fields.

In this context, the AHRC CDA project description as advertised struck a chord with me as it seemed to pose the very questions I have come to feel must be explored if we are to identify useful, relevant and creative ways of harnessing the potential of the new digital media for the sharing of cultural content.  

Learning is increasingly seen as intrinsically linked to positive participation, where learners play an active role in constructing meaning as part of a community. Digital media are enhancing these aspects of learning in terms of opportunities and access, sharing and collaboration, now in especially creative and innovative ways thanks to the use of social software applications. 
In the light of such important developments, how should institutions plan for this and future generations of learners and content-users in general? This study aims to tackle this and many other questions which we feel merit in-depth scholarly exploration and discussion.

